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Synopsis

Who designs skyscrapers? How are they built? Why don’t they fall down? From the Tower of Babel
to the Great Pyramids to New York’s Freedom Tower (to be completed in 2010), skyscrapers in one
form or another have captured humankind’s imagination. This book covers the world’s most
important skyscrapers, beginning with the earliest attempts to build to the sky, through the major
design periods, and right up to post-September 11. The acetate overlays feature: - The Chrysler
Building: cutaway view of the crown - The New York Skyline: 1876 and today - The Hong Kong and
Shanghai Bank: cutaway view of its structure - The Petronas Tower, Kuala Lumpur: in 1996, the
world’s tallest building. The Uncovering series: Exposing science and technology in stunning color
and detail. Jam-packed with exacting full-color illustrations, these titles focus on topics of particular
interest to young readers. Informative text and descriptive captions and sidebars complement
dozens of annotated drawings. Each book contains four acetate overlays, used in some cases to

show changes over time, in others to show a cutaway interior.

Book Information

Series: Uncovering series

Hardcover: 52 pages

Publisher: Firefly Books (May 1, 2006)

Language: English

ISBN-10: 1554071364

ASIN: BO032Z6YRS

Product Dimensions: 9.5 x 0.5 x 12 inches

Shipping Weight: 1.2 pounds

Average Customer Review: 2.9 out of 5 stars 2 customer reviews

Best Sellers Rank: #981,287 in Books (See Top 100 in Books) #18 inA Books > Teens > Art,
Music & Photography > Architecture #23 inA Books > Teens > Education & Reference > Science &

Technology > Technology > How Things Work #4491 inA Books > Deals in Books

Customer Reviews

From the Tower of Babel to the Escher-esque CCTV Building planned for Beijing, this tour of big
buildings flits around the world and through history with a kaleidoscopic mix of small, finely detailed
artists’ renditions and five-sentence-or-less text munchies. As part of the Uncovering series, it also
features four mylar overlays that offer an inside look at a few towering structures. Snidely noting that

many of the world’s tallest buildings owe at least as much to big egos as to a need for office or living



space, Oxlade frames his narrative with a chronicle of the still-ongoing efforts to, literally, top the
competition. He also discusses advances in skyscraper design, various architectural styles, the
Freedom Tower planned for Ground Zero, and, at the end, pie-in-the sky proposals for even taller
buildings. Blending eye-catching visuals with specific facts and comparisons, this quick survey will
please both browsers and assignment-driven readers. John PetersCopyright A© American Library

Association. All rights reserved

Lavishly illustrated... introduces young readers to the amazing feats of engineering that are behind
the world’s tallest buildings. (Science News 20061 1)A kaleidoscopic mix of small, finely detailed
artists’ renditions and five-sentence-or-less munchies... eye-catching visuals with specific facts and
comparisons. (John Peters Booklist 20061015)An excellent overview ... Engaging text and
illustrations [that] appeal and enlighten.... Suitable for science and technology studies, (Heather
Stannard Resource Links )Blending eye-catching visuals with specific facts and comparisons, this

quick survey will please both browsers and assignment-driven readers. (John Peters Booklist )

| got this for a 5 year old young man who likes to build things. The book is written to be enjoyed by

him but also for the adult that is reading it to him.

one color picture in the book, rest are black and white, very unhappy with book, would not

recommend.
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